
COURSE GUIDELINES 
TJHS Instrumental Music, 2019 – 20 

Mr. Puster and Mrs. Donnelly 
 
 
THE PRIMARY GOALS OF THIS COURSE are 
1) to learn about music as a communicative art and 
2) to strive for personal and group excellence when rehearsing music and performing 
music in a concert setting. 
 
THE RULES OF THIS CLASSROOM are 
1) be on time, 
2) be prepared for class, 
3) be courteous to others, and 
4) be respectful of school property. 
*** School rules and consequences will be observed in this classroom. 
 
DISCIPLINE POLICY 
* Blatant breaking of school rules and band policies set forth in this Course Guideline 
during any band function will likely result in progression toward dismissal from the 
program.  Dismissal is the third step of a three-step process.  STEP ONE would involve 
losing band privileges, a parent/director conference, and a detention or suspension.  STEP 
TWO would include ‘step one’ procedures and add a Disciplinary Contract.  A 
Disciplinary Contract sets specific instructions for the delinquent student to follow in 
hopes that dismissal can be avoided.  In severe disciplinary instances, the director may 
choose to place the delinquent student at ‘step two’ or to dismiss the student from the 
program, in effect skipping one or two steps. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 
As a band member, you have made a strong commitment to others as well as yourself to 
achieve the finest results in performance.  Attendance at all rehearsals and performances 
is mandatory and crucial toward this goal!  The following policies have been designed to 
maintain the excellence of the Triway Band program and will help insure that 
membership in this group continues to be a worthwhile and educational experience. 
 
ABSENCES THAT WILL BE CONSIDERED EXCUSED include: personal illness, 
death in the family, a conflicting school activity in which the student is participating, 
legitimate 4-H judgings and activities (ie. during fair week), and a family vacation with 
the student’s parents/guardians. 
 
*If you wish the director to consider an absence to be excused that is not listed above, 
notify the director FOURTEEN (14) DAYS in advance of the date in question.  The 
director may or may not excuse the absence. 
 
 



ATTENDANCE POLICY, cont. 
* When a student discovers that he or she will be missing a performance, the student will 
notify the director no less than FOURTEEN (14) DAYS in advance with a written note 
from the student’s parents/guardians. 
 
* When a student discovers that he or she will be missing a rehearsal, the student will 
notify the director as soon as possible with a written note from that student’s 
parents/guardians. 
 
ABSENCES THAT ARE UNEXCUSED (not meeting the guidelines for an excused 
absence) will result in the student involved being placed at one of the three steps outlined 
in the DISCIPLINE POLICY.  Please check the dates of concerts provided in this 
correspondence and clearly mark them on a family calendar to help avoid absences. 
 
PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS 
In addition to the class rules stated above, a student is expected to: 
1) attend (check the performance dates and put them on a family calendar), 
2) dress appropriately, and 
3) perform to the best of his or her ability. 
 
THE FIRST UNEXCUSED ABSENCE FROM A BAND  CONCERT DURING A 
SCHOOL YEAR WILL RESULT IN A LOWERING OF THE CURRENT NINE WEEK’S 
GRADE THE EQUIVALENT OF ONE LETTER AND PLACEMENT AT THE STEP 2 
DISCIPLINE LEVEL.  THE SECOND UNEXCUSED ABSENCE FROM A BAND 
CONCERT DURING A SCHOOL YEAR WILL RESULT IN A GRADE OF “F” DURING 
THE CURRENT GRADING PERIOD AND PLACEMENT AT THE STEP 3 DISCPLINE 
LEVEL (dismissal – ‘withdrawn failing”).  Performances are culminating events in our 
curriculum which is why an unexcused absence affects the student’s grade. 
 
REHEARSAL EXPECTATIONS 
In addition to the class rules stated above, a student is expected to: 
1) attend, 
2) play his or her instrument ONLY, 
3) maintain proper body carriage for playing, 
4) properly put away his or her instrument (perc.- all will help with equip.), and 
5) strive to improve his or her skill level (including embouchures and hand positions) 
DAILY through satisfactory preparation of band music and preparation of fundamentals 
presented each grading period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BAND FEE 
There is a band fee of $25.00 that will be collected to cover two instruction books and 
additional music.  This fee is collected only once in the Junior High for band members – 
in other words, the one-time fee covers both 7th and 8th grade band. 
 
GRADING POLICY 
The Grading Procedure for each nine week period is based on Practice Records (15%), 
Classroom Readiness (40%), and Individual Achievement (45%).  
 
1) Practice Records – A positive, disciplined environment is essential for large group 
achievement.  15% of a student’s grade will depend on home practice time, recorded and 
collected weekly. 
2) Classroom Citizenship – 40% of a band student’s grade - Daily preparation for class is 
extensive.  He or she must have:  a functioning instrument (perc. –sticks and mallets), a 
complete music folder, the necessary instrument accessories or backups (reed players – at 
least 2 extra reeds), the necessary maintenance and cleaning materials (oils, grease, 
swabs, cleaning rags), a case that properly protects the instrument (that is completely 
latched/closed when not in use), and a sharpened pencil at your stand ready to use. 
3) Individual Achievement – Each student will be expected to demonstrate knowledge of 
and the ability to perform basic fundamentals each grading period and/or demonstrate the 
ability to accurately perform music assigned for performances.  This will be 45% of the 
student’s overall grade per nine weeks. (“Rubric Sessions” with Mrs. Donnelly) 
 
NOTE: All chair positions will be determined by the director.  All final decisions 
regarding instrument switches will be made by the director. 
 
NOTE: Triway Schools can not offer insurance protection for privately owned 
instruments while they are on school grounds or being transported by a school sponsored 
vehicle or trailer.  Parents: please check your homeowner’s policy regarding this issue. 
 
NOTE – Withdraw From Class;  Students who have a valid reason may bring in a note 
from home and withdraw from band during the first two weeks at the beginning of the 
school year.  After the two week window, any withdraw not initiated by the school will 
result in an ‘F’ for the semester grade.  Only in extreme cases will exceptions be 
considered by the principal and the director. 
 
CONCERT DATES 
*Sat., Dec. 14, 2019 Holiday Concert OARDC/Fisher   call-5:30pm, perform-6pm 
 
Sat., Feb. 22, 2020 Solo and Ensemble  Dalton El/MS    times TBA, all day event 
 
*Tue., Feb. 25, 2020 JH/HS Concert OARDC/Fisher   call-6:30pm, perform-7pm 
 
*Sat., Apr. 18, 2020    All-Triway Concert  OARDC/Fisher   call-6:00pm, perform-6:30 
 
* indicates a mandatory/graded performance.          Solo and Ensemble is not mandatory! 



CONCERT ETIQUETTE 
Student concerts are the culmination of many weeks of demanding preparation.  A 
portion of that preparation involves instruction in the appropriate types of behavior while 
in performance.  In an effort to provide both performers and audience with an enjoyable 
concert experience, we offer these guidelines for audience behavior.  By observing these, 
everyone contributes to the success of the concert. 
 
1) It is important to attend the entire concert out of respect to the efforts and dedication of 
all those involved.  If one must leave or enter while the concert is in progress, please do 
so only during the applause between selections. 
 
2) Please refrain from conversation during musical selections. 
 
3) Young children develop audience habits early.  Please help them to understand and 
follow the ‘no noise’ guideline during the performance.  That may necessitate removing 
them from the concert hall for a time. 
 
4) Applause at the end of a jazz solo is appropriate to the style, but it is not commonly 
expected during a band or choral solo.  In the same manner, it is usually appropriate to 
hold applause in a multi-movement selection until the whole piece has concluded. 
 
* Finally, we deeply appreciate your attendance at our concerts.  We understand that 
many people attend in support of a specific person.  Please remember that while your 
person may have completed his/her contribution, someone seated next to you could be 
listening intently for another special person’s performance.  Please help everyone enjoy 
all performances by respectfully adhering to these guidelines.  We encourage you to 
enjoy the efforts and achievements of all the performers. 
 
 
STAGE PRESENCE 
The way you present yourself onstage is very important during a performance.  There are 
certain expectations the audience and director have of you.  Remember, you are 
performing the whole time the audience can see you.  Also remember, your concert is a 
moment of pride for friends and family. 
 
1) All concerts are dress up events. 
2) Talking on stage is a major lapse of stage etiquette. 
3) Follow the performance directions so the show has a polished look to it. 
4) Do not applaud for yourselves. 
5) Watch your concert posture. 
6) Acknowledge the audiences applause with a warm, sincere smile. 

 
 
 
 


